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Education and Research Experience 

1997   Doctoral Degree, Biology, Philipps-University Marburg 
1989   Diploma, Biology, Philipps-University Marburg 
 
Since 2003 Senior scientist at the Leibniz Institute for Zoo- and Wildlife 

Research, head of the nutrition laboratory, scientific head of the 
IZW field research station  
Deputy head of the Dept. Evolutionary ecology (since 2018) 

1997 - 2003 Researcher at the German Institute of Human Nutrition, 
Potsdam, Dept. Biochemistry and physiology of nutrition 

1990 – 1997 Research assistant in the „Collaborative research centre 305: 
Ecophysiology: Processing of environmental signals” and PhD-
Student at Philipps-University, Marburg, Dept. Animal physiology, 
Ecophysiology 

 

Grants, review work, dissemination, and other professional merits 

 Horst-Wiehe-Award of the German Zoological Society 1999 (biennial award for 
the best PhD-Thesis in zoology) 

 Research and travel grants (German research foundation DFG, German 
academic exchange service DAAD, Leibniz-Gemeinschaft SAW, Federal 
Ministry of Education and Research BMBF, NaFÖG) 

 Reviewer of several ecological and physiological manuscripts and grant 
proposals such as Leakey-Foundation, Acta Theriol.; Am. J. Physiol.; Arch. 
Tierz.; Behav. Ecol. Sociobiol.; R. Soc.; Biol. Lett.; Comp. Biochem. Phys.; 
Ethology; Eur. J. Wildl. Res.; Folia Primatol; Isot. Environ. Health S.; J. Comp. 
Physiol.; J. Mammal.; Mamm. Biol.; Oecologia; Zoology 

 Supervisor of several PhD student and numerous Diploma, Bachelor and 
Master Students 

 More than 10 first-Author oral presentations at international scientific 
conferences; more than 100 peer-reviewed articles and book chapters 

 Organisation of the 9th International Conference on Behaviour, Physiology 
and Genetics of Wildlife, 2013, and repeated Organisation of a workshop on 
eco-physiology and nutrition of wildlife (2007-2013) 

 Since 2013 Member of the executive board of the “Stiftung Naturschutz Berlin” 
 Co-operation partner of several primate research groups worldwide.  
 Research fields and interests cover life history strategies and adaptation to 

seasonality in wildlife (cervids, wild boar, small carnivores, marmots), 



 

physiological strategies in nutrition and digestion, feeding ecology of Great 
Apes and monkeys, human/wildlife conflicts, and citizen science.  
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