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Job description 

Research on the behavioural adaptations and evolutionary ecology of the spotted hyaena, the molecular 
epidemiology of carnivore pathogens, and conflict between humans and carnivores 
 
Research fields and interests  

For the past 27 years I have conducted research on a large population of individually known spotted hyaenas in the 
Serengeti National Park in northern Tanzania. My research interests include social processes (the acquisition of 
dominance and its fitness consequences, sexual conflict, and communication), intrinsic and extrinsic factors 
determining pathogen infection, the impact of infection on individual fitness, the molecular epidemiology of viruses 
in multi-carnivore host environments, and conflict between humans and large carnivores. 
 
Professional appointments  

Since 1999 Senior Research Scientist, Leibniz Institute for Zoo and Wildlife Research 
1995-1999  Senior Research Scientist, Max-Planck Institute für Verhaltensphysiologie, Germany 
1987-1994  Posdoctoral Researcher, Max-Planck Institute für Verhaltensphysiologie, Germany 
1984-1987  Postdoctoral Researcher, University of Aberdeen, UK 
1981-1984  Postdoctoral Researcher, University of Oxford, UK 
 
Education  

1981  PhD Biological Sciences, University of Sussex, UK 
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Patents and licences 
 
Designed a biopsy dart for Teleinject syringes, licensed to Teleinject GmbH 
 
Teaching and education, outreach  

Participated in and advised on television and radio programmes on animal behaviour, spotted hyenas and the 
Serengeti ecosystem produced by various companies in US, Europe and Asia, including the BBC and National 
Geographic.  
 
Capacity building in Tanzania: 

 Training of Tanzanian scientists for advanced degrees  (3 scientists trained to PhD and 2 to MSc)  
 Established an MSc training programme in USA for lecturers at Mweka College;  
 Established an annual field training course in the Serengeti National Park for veterinarian students from 

Sokoine University of Agriculture, Morogoro, Tanzania  
 Regular lectures provided to students from Mweka College of Wildlife Management, Tanzania, during their 

field course in the Serengeti ecosystem  
 Promotion of wildlife education in primary schools in Tanzania 

 
Professional roles and services to the scientific community  

Review Editor, Frontiers in Ecology and Evolution: Behavioral and Evolutionary Ecology;  

International Review Panel, African Journal of Ecology 

Referee for journals: including PLoS One, Proceeding of the Royal Society B, Philosophical Transactions of the 
Royal Society B, Behavioral Ecology, Animal Behaviour, Behavioral Ecology and Evolution, Behavioral Ecology and 
Sociobiology, Functional Ecology, Infection, Genetics and Evolution, Virology Journal, Frontiers in Zoology, 
Mammal Biology and others. 

Faculty Member, Humboldt Graduate School, Humboldt University, Berlin  
 



Member of the Interdisciplinary Center for Infection Biology and Immunity (ZIBI), Berlin 

Member IUCN/Species Survival Commission Hyena Specialist Group  

2013, 2011, 2009, 2007, 2004, 2002, 2000: Co-organiser of Conservation Workshop, International Conference on 
Behaviour, Physiology and Genetic of Wildlife, Berlin 

2011: Co-organiser, International Conference “Chemical Signals in Vertebrates 12”, Berlin 

2007: main organiser, International Conference on Behaviour, Physiology and Genetics of Wildlife (IZW, EAZA), 
Berlin 

 


